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Should he comply, it will remain on record that,
having resented the procedure, he has acknow-
ledged himself second. Yet how may he refuse?
I have proposed to Prince Henry, who is the
mezzo termine, that there should be a Court held
by the Queen Dowager, who, from her circum-
spection and native dignity, is more respected than
the reigning Queen; and that Count d'Esterno
should be of her party, with the Emperor's
Ambassador; which distinction would be the more
marked because that this Queen never yet played
with foreign ministers. If her mourning for her
husband does not counteract this project, it seems
to me the best under the present circumstances.
The Queen has written a letter to Count Fincken-
stein, which must have been read to Count
d'Esterno, in which is inserted the word excuse,
and wherein she requires the King should not be
informed of the affair. But it is answered the
offence was public, and excuses are wished to be
kept secret, since silence is required.

The most important and incontestably certain
fact is, that there was no premeditation in the
matter; that it was the silly giddiness of thet,  will  be
